
HERMITAGE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Hermitage Parish Council held at

Adelaide Room, Holy Trinity Church, Hermitage, Berkshire RG18 9ST
on Thursday 20th September at 7.30pm
Present
Cllr R Cottingham, Cllr D Brown, Dist Cllr Q Webb (7.30pm-9.10pm), Cllr O Cronk, Cllr N Burraston, Cllr A Goldsmith (7.41pm) Cllr R Marr, Cllr I Hunter,

6 members of the public 

In attendance Ms N Pierce (Parish Clerk)
01.09.18
Public participation  

A member of the public spoke about garden waste dumping in the woods near Chapel Lane off Pond Lane, and local frequent bonfire disturbance. A member of the public wanted to hear PC view on disturbance/noise from a function at Roots garden centre land.
02.09.18
Apologies for absence

District Councillor G Pask, Cllr S Russell, Cllr C Purchase,
03.09.18
Minutes of meeting held on 16th August 2018

The minutes were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
04.09.18
Declarations of interest 

None
05.09.18
Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting not referred to elsewhere
None
06.09.18       Report of the District Councillor

The Parliamentary Boundary Commission recommendation is to put Hermitage in the Reading West boundary with Bucklebury and Bradfield, awaiting Parliament decision.

Cllr Webb also briefed on West Berkshire Community Champion Awards 2018 initiative.
07.09.18
Planning 



7.1
New applications:


Active Travel route – Land title BK134090. To construct shared use path (non motorised) with gates, fences and remedial works to bridges.                             

No objection.

7.2
Decision notices:


18/01535/FUL Eling Estate Office, The Timber Yard, Wellhouse, Hermitage RG18 9UF.  Single storey extension to the existing office.



Approved.
.                                      


7.3 APP/W0340/W/18/3200575 Land at Charlotte Close.  36 properties, amendment to earlier application.  HPC draft letter reinforcing initial objections.  The changes to the application are minimal.  Hermitage Parish Council stands behind West Berkshire Council’s decision to refuse the initial planning application.

7.4 Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and PIG reports.  The NDP steering group terms of reference were unanimously agreed.  Two amendments -  6. Meetings, c. change and to an.   10. Changes to the Terms of Reference, remove the word initial.

The PIG swap shop has been cancelled due to Community Furniture Project being unable to participate.  Litterpick Sunday 21st October.
08.09.18   
Report of Responsible Financial Officer, cheque signing and financials

8. Financial position as at 30th August 2018

Balance carried forward 
 
(including S106 contributions)




£260,404.69

Receipts to 30th August ( burial ground)



£       250.00

Payments to 30th August





£    3,968.16

Less unpresented cheques





£    1,175.76

Balance in hand






£255,510.77

Finance and report of Responsible Finance Officer


8.1. Receipts and payments for consideration September 2018: 



8.1.1 Sunshine Commercial Services Ltd 



£
238.40


8.1.2 Grass maintenance/Contractor



£
637.50

8.1.3 Cost of administration


Sal & exp
£
560.10 
8.1.4 HMRC




paye

£     
124.93



8.1.5 Charles Gilchrist, MUGA screening design


£     
  85.00
 

8.1.6 Sue Russell, Projector





£       
449.00






Total




£         2,093.93

8.2 Bank signatories for Newbury Building Society, Lloyds Bank, METRO bank and CCLA are David Brown, Ian Hunter, Sue Russell and Roy Marr.  The RFO has viewing rights only.

8.3 The Newbury Building Society financial services compensation scheme, income less than £500K, was duly signed.  Communication from Newbury Building society advising notice of an increase to savings interest rate from .50% to .65% effective 13th September 2018.
 
8.4 CCLA: all correspondence to be by letter only, no email.  Unanimously agreed.  All paperwork completed and signed by cheque signatories.
09.09.18
Burial ground

To remedy sinkage in a grave at the burial ground.  Cllr Cottingham to speak with contractor.  Change burial ground rules to say all graves should be in order 24 hours before burial, and no transport on the burial ground site.  Parish Clerk.
10.09.18
Highways

10.1 Externiture has advised the installation of the base will be done at the bus shelter on Newbury Road by the end of September; the bus shelter will be moved week commencing 8th October.

10.2 To draft a letter to Mark Edwards/Paul Goddard re Traffic at Prior’s Court. Clerk to arrange. Speeding issues - October agenda.  Cllr Cottingham to contact PCSO Sally Joyce.
10.3 To do a members’ bid to seek assistance for the Active Travel Route.  The cost is £37,000 for 300 metres.  Cllr Cottingham.

11.09.18
Environment

11.1 Recreation ground: hole to be remedied when the weather settles.  Overflowing dog/litter bins -  residents to report to West Berkshire Council.

11.2 Exclusion Zone signs: A3 aluminium, bolted fixings £154 + vat.  Unanimously approved.

Furze Hill: August tasks in the meadow and butterfly larder carried out.  Some paths widened again, vegetation around hedge planted last year on bank above the recreation ground strimmed back by Thursday team.

11.3 Cllr Burraston carried out September playground, MUGA and new equipment inspections.  Cllr Brown to carry out October inspection. 

11.4 The noise issue at Woodside Nursery (Roots garden centre land) was discussed.

11.5 The West Berkshire Council Licensing Policy Review.  No changes recommended.

11.6 Various works will be carried out at Holy Trinity church in the coming months.


11.7 Transfer of the ownership of Hermitage Green public open space.  Nothing to report.
12.09.18
Non-environmental matters
12.1 Village Hall: to date the cost of building works is £1.5m.  Village hall trustees are looking for further funding from the Greenham Trust.  Feedback from recent wedding - the MUGA was a great addition for the children attending the wedding and a positive enhancement to the village hall. 22nd September Hort Soc show plus dog show and other events, 10th November Race Night, 8th December Christmas canapes, 9th March Cocktail evening, and a wine tasting event is scheduled for next year.
The conditions of hiring do not specifically mention fireworks.  In view of damage to MUGA suggest inserting fireworks to section 19. Explosives and flammable substances.  Parish Clerk to write to Village Hall.

12.2 noted at 11.7.

12.3 To request Deeds for Dines Way; unanimously agreed.

12.4 Christmas tree lighting 30th November.
13.09.18
Correspondence received since the last meeting not referred to elsewhere

West Berkshire Health and Wellbeing Board (HWBB) Vision 2036 – October agenda Cllr Goldsmith.

Police and Crime Bulletin for September 2018


North Wessex Downs AONB Management Plan Review 2019- 2024 – 12 week consultation 


period lasts to 23rd November.
14.09.18
Reports from parish council representatives who have attended meetings of outside bodies on behalf of the council 

Cllr Cottingham and Cllr Brown attending meetings for Active Travel Route (ATR).
15.09.18
Items to be raised by Councillors (information only)
16.09.18
Any other items which the Chairman decides are urgent (information only)

None
17.09.18
Date of the next meeting

Thursday 18th October 2018 at 7.30pm at the Adelaide Room, Holy Trinity Church, Hermitage, Berkshire RG18 9ST.  
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.24pm.

Signed
___________________________          Dated
__________________________
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